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Abstract 
In 2017, the Groningen Research Institute of Pharmacy (GRIP) and Lifelines started the
“PharmLines Initiative” to link the multidisciplinary data of the Lifelines Cohort Study to the
medication data of the widely researched prescription database, IADB.nl. The aim of the
PharmLines Initiative is to facilitate causal research with medical drug data in combination with
clinical and biomarker data of Lifelines. Since September 1, 2018 the 2017 database covering
approximately 730,000 persons has been available for linkage. A further initiative is the linkage
of genetic data to enable pharmacogenetic research. In my presentation, I will introduce some
innovative ideas about current causal pharmacoepidemiological research as well as opportunities
with the PharmLines data.
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