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American politics

The lion of liberalism

DRI R R DT

New biographies of Ted Kennedy rank him as one of America’s greatest senators

Ted Kennedy. By John Farrell. Penguin
Press; 752 pages; $40

Against the Wind. By Neal Gabler. Crown;
1,264 pages; 345

HEN HE FIRST ran for the Senate in
1962, Edward Moore Kennedy had
just turned 30, the minimum age for entry
into the upper chamber. His brother, John,
15 years his elder, was president; another
brother, Robert, was attorney-general. The
Kennedys were keen to keep the Massa-
chusetts Senate seat in the family. Had his
name been truncated to Edward Moore, his
opponent chided, his candidacy would be
a joke. Kennedy often recalled a notable
campaign stop at a bakery in South Boston.
“Hey Kennedy", a baker called out to him,
“they say you haven't worked a day in your
life.” Kennedy readied himself for the com-
ing broadside. “Lemme tell you", said the
man, “you haven’t missed a thing."
Ted Kennedy won the seat and re-
mained a senator until his death in 2009.

And he did work, perhaps harder than any
of his peers. For two decades speculation
swirled about whether he would run for
the White House, But he spurned Hubert
Humphrey's plea to join him on the ticket
in 1968 (so soon after Bobby’s murder),
turned George McGovern down in 1972 and
eventually decided against a run in 1976,
probably his best opportunity. Maybe he
lacked the fire in the belly, or feared
becoming the third Kennedy to be assassi-
nated. Then there were the questions
about his character: the womanising, the
drinking and, above all, the stain of Chap-
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paquiddick, where in 1969 a 28-year-old
staffer, Mary Jo Kopechne, drowned after
Kennedy drove his car off a bridge—and
failed to report the accident for nine hours.

When he did run, challenging Jimmy
Carter for the Democratic nomination in
1980, he struggled to articulate why he
wanted to be president. He suffered defeat
and the Carter-Kennedy confrontation,
John Farrell laments, “split their party,
crippled the progressive cause for a gener-
ation, cost the Democrats their hold on
Congress, and put Ronald Reagan in the
Oval Office”. So it was in the Senate where
Ted would make his mark.

Itwas a mighty one; two hefty new biog-
raphies rate him a giant. “One of the great-
est Us senators, ever,” reckons Mr Farrell,
who covered Kennedy for the Boston Globe,
“preserving and advancing progressive
ideals through decades of political peril”.
Arguably “the most consequential public
servant of the last 5o years and the one who
did more to help his fellow men and wom-
en than any other," concludes Neal Gabler
of the State University of New York at Stony
Brook. Mr Farrell’s is the pacier work, Mr
Gabler’s the more detailed and analytical.
Both hail a champion of liberalism (which
in today's fuzzy parlance might be called
“progressivism") ata time when liberalism
isunder assault.

The youngest of Joseph and Rose Ken-
nedy’s nine children, Ted seemed the least
talented of the brothers, stumbling over »




» words and plagued by Seelings of inade-
fquacy. The family thought Se would never
Mnount o moch. At Havard, fearing he
Would Cail a Spanieh exam, he cheated and
was expelied. Mas marriage (o joan Ben-
nett, who struggled with alcobolom, was
lonely and ended in divorer

Still, ke could iy en the Xennedy
brand asd Connections, phues a4 millon.
dollar trust fund from the age of 21 In the
Senate e found his miche. He joined what
Me Farrell des(ribes 25 "2 sump of iged
Inen with lives spots, clavws and Boarbon
Dreamh, who atrode the chamber with sop-
tillan gat and hailed one another with
mellifiuent cournesies™ Kennedy had the
patience o the slow grind of legsslation
and he knew how 1o oope with £ sonionty
sestem T canse Lo masier the place and
its” specidd chemisary: He was gregarious
and politically shrewd. He did not take dis:
agreements personally, o could reach
ac1oss the sisle 10 work with Republican
opponents. He was slso resiliest, susviving
family tragedies, & debdlitating plane crask
and persoaal scandal.

Kennedy chumpioned enlightesed re.
forms. He bedped expand voting rights and
widened 20 Sor the poor a5 well as acoess
s B alth care fof childten indood, he Bad »
hand in just abowt every new soial faw.
during Bas time (6 the Sehate he spansosed
2552 pleces of legislation and co-spon-
sored nearly 7,000 others. But as Amenca
vrieted 3 mone Conservalive era, from gre
he apest o yesrs playing foe the defence,
Paghting fog the soul of Ametica

That 45 where Mr Gabler picks up the
sroay im "Agaimst the Wind ™ {Kennedy’s car
lier vears ate the selnect of “Catching the
Wind®, publubed in 3020) The apt naul-
cal ithe comes from a speech Kennedy gave
s Memphss in 1978, "Somutiomes 3 pavy
st sail agaknst the wind,” he sald "We
cannet affoed ro dnft or lic at anchor”

The scale of Mr Gabtdet's blography
fovises comspurisos e Rebenn Caso's
volumes on Lysdos johbatn, another
am of the Sehate. Bur wheeeas johnson
reined of arm-Awisting 1o exercise power,
Kenpedy's style and ainss were difictent
His influence came theodgh sesall gestures
and codiens o011, He was “18¢ Kisdest and
most ihoughtful sendtor” ~scemething o
coewould have sakd of johnson-—dven by
a sense of “polimical morality”™ to X1 im the
Isterests of the Jess fortunate

Theve woold be Sewer landasark legisks-
tive winx during those decades of defence,
Ihough there were some potabie ones: he
collaborated with Ceorge W Bush o set
higher standards lor public education, for
example. and steetod sorcessive rises in
the mintmum wage. The 5106 of the Sen-
e, as he came 1o be called, wickded out
dze Influence, not least pa fareign palicy,
from the Soviet Undon (pressing for arms
comtrol), %0 Soulh Africa (for an end to

aparthed) 1o fecdand Uor prace). Yot the
ctowning victory on health care, Barack
Obarma’s Affurdabie Care ACt 1o 2000,
would come only after Kennedy s death

Mote than once Kennedvs wayward
personal life threatered to sink bam, A new
smarriage In 1992 gouved stabibising. The
tivelens weak cuntinued, 23 & the con-
specuous compastion. He phaned the fam
Mies of a8 187 Massachusetts vicrims of the
attacks of September mth 2000—%omyg calds
dusting which he sfured his owin loases

Neing a Kenoedy helped Ted ot stasted
Pt eventually, Me Gadler argues, be came
inte Biy own, escaping the weli-possessed
Eennody stereotype of his father and
Bruthers, with all 1be expectations that
camw with 3 and the shadow of his sib-
Enga. “Me had ddways boen a Filagerald,
Bke his grandfather, more 2 hardy, affable
mess of 3 =an” 2 Hawed bur good persan,
n this sympathetic (elling, who sought 1
miake this 3 better world. @
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Primal instincts

The Crestive Lives of Animals, By Cores
Cughotty, NYU Press, 204 poges. $30
o L2599

l X 9560 IANEC GOODALL, 2 BritisS primatol
ogist, observed chimpareoes in Gombe
Natsonal Park in Tanzania. A that paint, it
was thought only husmans had the capacity
Lo ceeate and use 100y, bus the chimpan-
oo were uslag slim blades of grass to fash
sermites from their moands (see piciute).

Yoach an ape to fish.

3

Louss Leakey, 3 palacontologist and M
Goodall’s metitor, mased: “Now we mugst
redefine teol, redefine mas, or acept
chimpaneces as human”

Since thes the distinction Serween
animals and humams bhas become Increas-
ingly moanced. In addition to toolmaking,
chimparcees—and muny other animaly
besides—display emotion and seif awate-
ness. Studies show that clepianty grieve,
rats Bave empathy and pigs form stroog
foiendships. In “The Creatwe Life of
Asimals” Cared Gightola, 2 profeteos etes
i3 at Emily Carr Univessaty of At and
Design ia Vancouver, has copspiled e
search that examines such Sehaviow
thaoogh the kens of creativity

This requites 4 more (oclusore, and
penorous, definiion of creativity, foe it i
not 3 tralt cbviously exhibited by a pradise
dog of caddis My, Creativity, Ms Gighott
conemde, is not the exclusive domain of
Jeme Austess of Leonardo da Vil Nor iy
she sederting {0 Mgcamo, the arlistic pig
rescoed from an indaseial peak Racility
outssde Cape Town whase paistisgs have
#0M for ihousands of dollars. lnstesd, Ms
Gaglorth sugpests discarding hummankind s
“master Of the unlvense™ perspective tn
consader creativiny feom the anamals podnt
of view. I snlsnals in thelr own cultares
can wlve problees o create pdoducts of
value 10 them, 521 seems acourate to conssd-
«1 these as cteative” she wiites

Keaver lodges and dams a1e 4 cavwe in
palnt thete 0 50 sangle template for they
constraction. Each river oz lake has
unigue features and deavers credte a cus
tom-made Structure to adapt o the given
habdiat—e0, in the author’y imtriguing
framework, datms descrve o be considered
& Creathye entcrpoise In the less practical,
maote aestietic realm, consider Julie’s car
nng julie, o chimganzee studied in (he
Chimfunshs Wikddife Ovphanage Trust inw




